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Viaduct Appeal Launched

During August an agreement was made with owner Nick Kenlay for the purchase by
Helston Railway of Lowertown (or Cober) viaduct. In order to raise the agreed
purchase price of £100,000 an appeal has been launched. To celebrate the occasion,
on a sunny day in September, Nick set up a table and chairs in the centre of the
viaduct and invited a delegation of railway members to take tea with him there!

A vision of the future; in c.1960 a steam train makes [
its way towards Helston over Lowertown viaduct — [
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Dizzying heights! (left to right) Volunteer John Morris, Owner Nick Kenlay — The editorial team Suzie & Geoff Childs
The Cober River can be seen 120ft with wife Rowena, Director Marcus Laugher, Chairman take tea by a ‘refuge’ and enjoy the
(37m) below the parapet Colin Savage and Editor Geoff Childs view of Lowertown in the distance

General Manager’s Report

With our running season approaching its end, it's time to look back on how it's gone. Whilst sadly we didn't run a steam
loco this year it has actually proved a prudent move as visitor numbers in the south west in general have been down again
this year and we would have really struggled to meet the costs of steam, never mind trying to pay other costs.

Using the trusty Andrew Barclay diesel Kingswood has at least enabled us to maximise income for fairly minimal cost. With
chronic underfunding this has really been a life saver and enabled us to at least keep afloat. The generosity of some of our
volunteers have also enabled us to meet some other costs.

Whilst we haven't managed to achieve huge practical things due to falling income we have still acquired more ballast for
the Truthall end of the line thanks to a generous volunteer and during this winter we will be laying some rail there as well as
hopefully continuing excavation of the cutting at Prospidnick. With the class 10 loco, Colonel Tomline (featured on page 2)
now back on our line we are assured of reliable motive power for Christmas running and next season.

The most exciting development this year is without doubt the initiative to put together a practical plan to purchase the
Lowertown viaduct and this has really generated huge interest and shows the clear intent to promote and extend our
railway and hopefully inspire people to help us put both the railway and Helston itself on the map!

T LA N TR e The appeal is going very well and we are pleased with the uptake. It has
T ' : § caused great excitement with both our volunteers and the wider public and so
proving successful. We welcome businesses and individuals to join in the
scheme and share in the great achievement this will be.

Although volunteer numbers have dwindled, | really do have to thank and
praise those loyal volunteers who work a lot of hours and support our aims
solidly and enthusiastically. Without them there simply would not be a Helston
. > e o w Railway and they need to be celebrated!

Kingswood hauling the Mk 1 Suburban Colin Savage

DON’T FORGET TO LIKE OUR FACEBOOK AND X PAGES AND FOLLOW OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST NEWS




GUV Refurbishment - Our Shop and Ticket Office

Cyril and Gill Eustice together with their shop helpers, Dave Hicks and Mick Bell (all volunteers) have taken the opportunity
during this year's fine, dry weather to repaint our GUV externally — a much needed face lift! Pictured are the group in front
of the shining new exterior — one side is completed and work on the side facing the car park is ongoing.

The GUV (General Utility Van) arrived at our railway in 2008 from the West Somerset Railway and was given a coat of
paint and mechanically checked out. It was initially fitted out as a shop and ticket office with a section partitioned off for
train operating staff to use as a store and was stationed at Prospidnick.

During the Covid lockdown the track was extended north to the car park and the GUV together with the Park Royal buffet
cars were moved to their current positions. The GUV is now the
well-stocked shop and ticket office with the second-hand book
section being located in an adjacent container.

(left to right) Cyril, Mick, Cyril puts the finishing The refurbished shop interior, note 'T;le re-loved model section
Gill & Dave next to the GUV touches to the GUV the model of the Cober viaduct p

Helston Railway is gifted a Great Western Railway Castle Class Nameplate

Great Western Railway have donated this High Speed Train Castle Class nameplate to the Helston Railway, to be sold by
sealed bid auction, to raise funds to further develop the railway. Each Castle Class HST power car was named after a
castle around the Great Western network and we have been

donated St Mawes Castle, as one of the nearest castles to Helston. \,;

Three nameplates were produced for each power car and two were
carried on the locomotive. The third was to be donated to the owner
of the particular castle, but just a few were retained by GWR and St
Mawes Castle was one of them.

The two nameplates carried on the power cars are being sold at
auction as each one is withdrawn from service. There are only now
a few left in service on Penzance to Plymouth and Exeter trains. The prices at auction are high. In March 2025 Castle

3 Class nameplate “St Michael’s Mount” sold at auction for £8,500. We know
that a third nameplate, which was not carried on the power car, will not
- command anything like that sum, but it was still incredibly generous of
Great Western Railway to donate us one of the nameplates and it does
enable us to raise funds for the railway.

The bidding: To ensure fairness and independence, we are asking for
sealed bids for the nameplate “St Mawes Castle” to be sent to a local law
firm. Bids must arrive in the post by 31st January 2026.

All bids should be sent to John Wilkin, Borlase & Company Solicitors, 13
Coinagehall Street, Helston, TR13 8ER. Mark your envelope “Castle Class
Nameplate Auction”.

Here is a Castle Class HST at Camborne on an
Exeter to Penzance train on Sunday 18" May 2025 Any queries on this matter can be sent to peterk@helstonrailway.co.uk

Colonel Tomline Returns to The Railway

The class 10 loco Colonel Tomline is back at Helston after a year on
hire to Bodmin railway. It made its debut on a service train in

e September and is proving to be
a powerful and very smooth
locomotive. It also generates a
lot of interest among our
visitors. The cab is quite stylish
for sure but as can be seen the
. forward view is a little restricted!

-« Colonel Tomline at Trevarno !
. station with the service train Inside the cab . . . . and looking out!




Turntable Update

In Newsletter 41 we reported on the purchase from the North Norfolk Railway of a turntable originally installed at
Hull Botanical Gardens engine shed in 1955. Delivery of the turntable to Helston Railway took place in August. The
plan is to install it in our eventual terminus at Helston

Steam locos lined up around the turntable at Hull 1 The turntable arrives
Botanical Gardens engine shed ¢.1960 and is unloaded in the yard —

Track Acquisition from Portishead

The Portishead Railway is a 2 km branch line running from Portishead in North Somerset to the main line immediately west
of Bristol. The branch line was closed in 1964 but it is planned to reopen it in 2028 when it will reconnect more than 50,000
people to the railway network. The first stage of the work will involve lifting the existing old-style bullhead rail and replacing
it with modern flat-bottomed rail. The line is in the joint ownership of North Somerset County Council and Network Rail and
we are delighted to report that both parties have decided to donate their half of the track to Helston railway! This should be
sufficient to see us reach Helston! The bullhead rail is laid on wooden sleepers in 60ft track panels as favored by our
railway. It has seen little use since being laid in the 60s, so is in very good condition.

In order to keep delivery costs to a minimum the railway is in the process of purchasing an ‘Artic’ 60ft trailer which is being
funded privately by volunteers. Colin Savage will haul it with his tractor/cab unit to collect the track. The track is not coming
out in panels, it is being stripped down so rails will be separate to sleepers. We can get 28 rails per load and then the
sleepers and chairs would need to be checked as fit for use before collecting as additional loads after dealing with the rails.
Conservatively it is a minimum of 6 loads just for the rail and we were quoted £5k per load by a commercial haulier so as
you can see spending around £7k on a trailer which will then belong to the railway is a complete no brainer!

The track at Portishead
awaiting collection by
N\ Helston railway

The 60ft trailer B>
being purchased
to collect the track

Les Jones (G7THT0100) — Over and Out E2 Media Award
We have to announce the sad news that Les Jones, a longstanding member and E2 Media Awards recognise the
trustee recently passed away. Our thoughts are with Anne and his family. Les spent remarkable achievements of
many years working in a very high profile role with a major bank’s computer system businesses that have
where his knowledge proved invaluable. After retiring he became one of the earliest demonstrated excellence,
volunteers at the railway. He was a keen amateur radio enthusiast (call sign innovation, and resilience in the
G7THTO0100) and longtime Membership Secretary. His main claim to fame was that face of adversity.
he set up and maintained our radio communication system. For several years he S k2 vz
also organised an annual amateur radio event called ‘Railways on the air’ (Rota), E‘o‘ Mediaj.;
using the call sign GBOHBL where ‘HBL’ stood for ‘Helston Branch Line’. The radio ".:0. W
equipment was set up in the office at
Prospidnick. The event was held over a N7 ‘J' )
weekend at the end of each September to AWARD OT
celebrate the anniversary of the first steam EXCELLENCE
powered passenger railway on 27th September 2025
1825 from Darlington to Stockton. Enthusiasts
all over the world were contacted. Les will be Steam & Diesel Train Rides-
sadly missed. ~ West Cornwall 2025

. Pi ted t
Les (foreground) in the process of reggqed fo

contacting the world by radio Geoff Childs Helston Railway




Black Bridge Reconstruction

During the reopening of the railway back in 2005 a steel footbridge, known as the ‘Black Bridge’ was constructed and
installed just to the south of Trevarno to carry a right of way over the track. Unfortunately, in 2017, due to safety concerns,
the bridge was dismantled and removed to enable the design and construction of a replacement. It was decided in
December by our structural engineers that one of the old footings wasn't large enough for the new bridge and so had to be
replaced. Unfortunately, due to the remote location and the inability to get any form of digger to the site, this all had to be
done by hand!

Once the pit was dug, the firm building the new footbridge constructed a reinforcement cage to place in the footing and this
also held two studs onto which the end of the bridge was to be fastened. The actual mixing and pouring of the concrete had
to wait for a dry day with no freezing temperatures and it had to be completed in one go. Three mixers were set up at the
front of the engine shed and the required concrete mixed there. This was the nearest point where we could get the space,
water, etc to do the job. The mixed concrete was then taken in ‘
two power barrows all the way up to the bridge footing on top of
the embankment. | have to say that this was a near eight hour
non-stop operation and huge thanks have to go to the small band
of willing volunteers who dug deep to get the job done.

The new bridge was delivered in sections to Prospidnick in
September and transported to site on the flatbed. The biggest
worry was getting the main frame under Truthall bridge. But
fortunately, with a bit of jiggery-pokery it went through with
fractions of an inch to spare! The new bridge was assembled
without incident, using the road railer to lift the sections into
position. It was finally completed at the end of October. It does
look somewhat different to the original, but the designer, James
Packman, assures us that it is a copy of the one at Nancegollan
in working days.

(1 left) Mike Pamphillon, Pete Zahn, Paul Bennett, Richard
Doidge, Andy Sutton and Kevin Eade mix concrete for the

bridge footing. Volunteer Steve ford using a vibrating
poker on the new footbridge footing (right 1)

(« far left) Volunteer Andy Sutton keeps
an eye on clearances as the mainframe is
squeezed under Truthall bridge

(« middle left) A panel is lifted into position
with Andy Sutton’s assistance

(« left) The completed bridge with the
Class 10 loco approaching from the south

Contact Us

The Wickham Trolley Completes a Visit / write to us:

Successful Test Run!

After 2 thorough restoration, lasting several years,
on 4" October our Wickham trolley, number 7594,
successfully completed its first test run. The
Wickham performed excellently and looked
immaculate, a tribute to Vic Nixon and Bob Lloyd
who have worked t|relessly on it. Detailed

. descriptions  of
the  Wickham’s
rebuild have
been given in
several previous

newsletters. Vic Nixon

«— Under the ‘bonnet’ can be seen
N the V twin air-cooled engine and the
friction-drive transmission

We are open for Breakfast, Morning
Coffee, Lunch & Afternoon Tea.

Dogs are welcome in the carriages!

S S 5
D Visit our Facebook page for opening hours
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1 The beautifully restored Wickham at
Truthall Halt with Bob Lloyd (left) and
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Cornish Carriages Buffet & Restaurant Cars

Step on board The Cornish Carriages Buffet & Restaurant Cars at
Prospidnick, part of the picturesque Helston Railway.

CORNISH CARRIAGES

FET & RESTAURANT CARS

Helston Railway
Trevarno Farm, Prospidnick,
Helston, Cornwall, TR13 ORY

Membership Secretary
Nick Heaps
membership@helstonrailway.co.uk

Charity

Donations, land acquisitions, newsletter
Tim Childs - 01326 231328
timchilds@helstonrailway.co.uk

Operations

Volunteering, events, commercial
Colin Savage - 07779 279045
colin@helstonrailway.co.uk

Editors
Geoff & Suzie Childs
geoffchilds@hotmail.co.uk

More ways to connect . .
Visit us, like us and follow us online:
www.helstonrailway.co.uk
www.facebook.com/helstonrailway

Helston Railway Preservation Society.
A charity registered

in England and
Wales
No. 1146711






